On the 23rd November, about 11-45 a.m., when returning from the hospital latrine, he was seen to fall on the tiled floor of "the hospital, close to his bed, and then he became unconscious.
admitted he was in a weak, anoemic state, and somewhat wasted.
He then complained of previous severe attacks of quotidian ague and enlargement of the spleen. On On the 23rd November, about 11-45 a.m., when returning from the hospital latrine, he was seen to fall on the tiled floor of "the hospital, close to his bed, and then he became unconscious.
"Water dashed in his face revived him a little, but he gradually got weaker, and died in about fifteen minutes after falling.
As the death of this man was sudden and unexpected, a post-mortem examination was made for the purpose of discovering the cause. The autopsy took place at 4-30 p.m. on the 23rd November, with the following results On opening the thorax, .the heart, lungs, trachea, and oesophagus were removed en masse. A careful examination failed to show a satisfactory explanation of the fatal issue from any of these organ3. The right lung was congested, and the cavity of the pericardium contained an unusually large quantity of fluid. On opening the abdomen and removing the spleen, the cause of death was clearly manifest. On the convex surface of this gland, about an inch from the anterior edge, and nearly parallel to it, was a longitudinal rupture, extending for about four inches. Half an inch behind it was another, commencing near the lower extremity of the former, not so extensive, and directed upwards and slightly backwards. The organ weighed 31b 7oz. There was a quantity of blood in the cavity of the peritoneum.
The ruptures would seem to have been occasioned by-the fall just before death, and the fall itself by the exertion of walking from the hospital latrine. The texture of the organ was friable, and as the patient was thin, and the spleen protruding in the left hypochondriac region, a fall, such as this, might easily cause those ruptures disclosed by the post-mortem examination.
Baruagicpore, November 29th, 1877.
Prof. Dittel on I-ister's Method.?Prof. Dittel, having employed Lister's method strictly in 129 cases, has come to the conclusion that it is unsuitable in wounds where thick, fatty flaps are to be united, and in diseases in the substance of bone. In the majority of cases he believes it to bo the best method that can be employed.?JSew York Medical Journal.
